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"SOLIDARITY IN ACTION:
AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY CHAMPIONS AFRICA’S AGENDA AT THE G20”

1.0 BACKGROUND

Africa stands at a defining juncture in global governance. As South Africa assumes the G20
Presidency in 2025 under the transformative theme "Solidarity, Equality, and Sustainability,"
the continent claims its rightful place at the center of international economic and policy
deliberations. This historic presidency creates an unprecedented opportunity to advance
African priorities, amplify citizen voices, and accelerate the realization of Agenda 2063's vision
of "The Africa We Want."

The G20 Social Summit (18-20 November 2025), first initiated under Brazil's Presidency in 2024
and now championed by South Africa, represents a paradigm shift in global governance. It
establishes a structured platform where civil society, grassroots movements, and social
justice advocates can directly influence G20 processes that have historically excluded
marginalized voices. By centering diverse constituencies youth, women, workers, indigenous
peoples, persons with disabilities, and underrepresented communities the Summit ensures
that Africa's contribution to global governance is rooted in lived experiences and collective
aspirations.

Key Thematic Priorities

Aligned with South Africa's G20 Presidency priorities, African civil society engagement will
focus on:

o Health and Education: Strengthening systems as drivers of inclusive human development
and economic empowerment

o Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation: Advancing equitable data governance,
digital sovereignty, and Al ethics for sustainable development

e Youth and Gender Equality: Harnessing Africa's demographic dividend through inclusive
policies and meaningful participation

e (Climate Justice: Advocating for a just green transition that addresses Africa's
disproportionate vulnerability to climate shocks while ensuring energy access
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e Economic Inclusion: Bridging formal and informal sectors to create decent work and
sustainable livelihoods

o Debt Sustainability and Fiscal Space: Reforming global financial architecture to support
African development priorities

o Food Security: Strengthening agricultural systems and supply chains for nutrition and
resilience

e Legacy and Accountability: Institutionalizing the Social Summit as a permanent
mechanism for civil society engagement in G20 processes

The ECOSOCC Mandate & G20

Against this backdrop, ECOSOCC will convene a coordinated series of events under the
umbrella “SOLIDARITY IN ACTION: AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY CHAMPIONS AFRICA’S

AGENDA AT THE G20 in partnership with AU Knowledge Partners and civil society networks.
This initiative provides a unified platform for African civil society organizations (CSOs) to
consolidate their advocacy before, during, and after both the Social Summit and the G20
Leaders' Summit (22-23 November 2025). ECOSOCC's engagement derives its mandate from
AU Executive Council Decision EX.CL/Dec.1255(XLIV) 2024, which designated it as one of the
African Union's Knowledge Partners. This recognition affirms ECOSOCC's critical role in
bridging continental institutions, member states, and the diverse voices of African civil society.

Strategic Vision

This initiative builds a unified African civil society roadmap that aligns with Agenda 2063 and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), while advancing a proactive, rights-based
strategy for reforming global governance. It marks a definitive shift from reactive positioning
to proactive agenda-setting positioning African CSOs not as petitioners, but as co-architects
of a fairer, more inclusive, and sustainable world order.

2.0 RATIONALE

The G20 represents 85% of global GDP and two-thirds of the world's population, yet Africa's
voice has historically been underrepresented in its deliberations. South Africa's presidency
offers a once-in-a-generation opportunity to:
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o Reframe global narratives around development, debt, climate, and digital
transformation from African perspectives

e Challenge power asymmetries in international decision-making through evidence-
based advocacy

» Build solidarity networks across the Global South and progressive allies

o Ensure accountability by establishing mechanisms to track G20 commitments
affecting Africa
» Create lasting institutional pathways for civil society engagement beyond 2025

3.0 PURPOSE & OBJECTIVES
Overall Purpose

Elevate African civil society inputs, evidence, and lived experiences into the G20 Social Summit
and Leaders' Summit, ensuring that final deliverables, declarations, and commitments
authentically reflect African priorities and citizen voices.

Specific Objectives

1. Policy Coordination: Consolidate pre-Summit CSO policy messaging across priority
themes industrialization and decent work; debt sustainability and financial
architecture reform; food security and agricultural transformation; just energy
transition and climate justice; Al governance and digital rights; gender equality and
youth inclusion

2. Inclusive  Dialogue:  Convene  inclusive, = multi-stakeholder  dialogues
(onsite/offsite/hybrid) where community leaders, youth activists, women's
movements, informal sector workers, and marginalized groups articulate actionable,
evidence-based proposals

3. Strategic Alignment: Facilitate coordination between AU Knowledge Partners, AU
Member States, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), and CSO networks to ensure
coherent advocacy strategies and aligned negotiating positions

4. Unified Communication: Develop and disseminate a unified African CSO narrative
through coordinated communications, visibility toolkits, and media engagement
consistent with AU/ECOSOCC branding guidelines

5. Legacy Building: Establish monitoring and accountability frameworks to track G20
commitments and ensure continued civil society engagement in implementation
phases
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Capacity Strengthening: Enhance CSO capacity for global policy advocacy, multilateral
engagement, and evidence-based campaigning

4.0 ACTIVITIES IN A NUTSHELL

ECOSOCC will kick-start its ‘Solidarity in Action’ campaign with an Online Public Consultation
running as from 22" October 2025 tacitly announcing the 1-month countdown the G20 Leaders
Summit.

ECOSOCC key engagements are as follows:

DakarG20 Social Summit Townhall ( 30-31 October 2025)

This event will take place in Dakar jointly organized by the South-Africa’s G20
Secretariat/C20 Social Summit coordination team in close collaboration with the ECOSOCC
National Chapter ( Senegal).

Virtual High-Level Dialogue ( 05 November 2025)
Themed African Civil Society Perspectives on the G20 Summit

Flagship Event ( 17 November 2025)
The Pan-African Solidarity Forum: Harnessing Africa's G20 Strategy — the premier offside
event supporting the C20 Social Summit.

Breakfast Meeting (18 November 2025)
Building Bridges, Shaping Solutions: The Philanthropy-Diplomacy Nexus — exploring the
intersection of philanthropic action and diplomatic initiatives.

Joint Onsite Event ( 19 November 2025)

Co-organized with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), this
collaboration represents a cornerstone of ECOSOCC's contribution to the C20 Social
Summit.

5.0 ORGANISERS

African Union Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC)
AU Knowledge Partners

SA-Based African Diplomatic Missions
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6.0 COLLABORATORS & PARTNERS

Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) GmbH African Women
Advancing Rights and Empowerment Project (AWARE)

Women'’s International Peace Centre- WIPC

Foundations Platform F20

European Partnership for Democracy (EPD)

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)

The ONE Campaign

7.0 TARGET AUDIENCE

AU organs, RECs, AU Member States & Missions;

African and global CSOs, social movements, youth & women’s networks, diaspora;
Development partners, philanthropic institutions, think tanks;

Media, academia, private sector.

G20 Engagement Platforms

8.0 EXPECTED OUTPUTS & DELIVERABLES

Africa CSO G20 Policy Brief Pack (short thematic briefs consolidating key asks).
Communiqué/Key Messages for the Social Summit & Leaders’ Summit.

Summary Report capturing participation, proposals, and commitments; tracker for
follow-up.
Legacy & Accountability Plan for post-Summit monitoring with AU Knowledge
Partners.

9.0 LANGUAGE

Primary: English ( French -to be confirmed)

10.0 FOCAL POINTS

Dr. Gowtam Raj Chintaram (Cso Engagement Officer)
ChintaramG(@africanunion.org

Bright Sefah (Desk Officer) —sefahb@africanunion.org
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ANNEX 1: DRAFT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SN TIME ACTIVITY VENUE/ PARTNERS
DATE
MODALITY
PRE-SUMMIT
G20
High-Level Dialogue - African Civil Society Perspectives on the Knowledge partners
; Wed 09:00-12:00 |G20 Summit Virtual and G20 Engagement
05" Nov uTC (Zoom) Platforms
THE PAN-AFRICAN SOLIDARITY FORUM: HARNESSING AFRICA’S G20 STRATEGY
2 |Mon 09:00-09:40 |OPENING CEREMONY Johannesburg
17" Nov SAST
Group Photo & Health Break
10:00-11:30 | SESSION ONE: EDP (tbc)
Global Al Alliance
DEMOCRATIC Al GOVERNANCE FOR PEACE AND SECURITY IN (tbc)
THE G20 ERA

This session will convene African civil society, AU Knowledge
Partners, and global experts. In addition to African CSOs and AU
institutions, the session will invite representatives from G20 and
EU embassies, permanent guest countries, Regional Economid
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Communities (RECs), as well as global CSOs and philanthropid|
players to engage directly in the debate on the governance off
Artificial Intelligence (Al) through the lens of democracy, peace,
and accountability.

The session will explore the risks of surveillance, bias, and
disinformation, while also highlighting the opportunities for Al
to support inclusive development, civic participation, and
conflict prevention. The dialogue will produce concrete
recommendations for embedding rights-based, transparent,
and democratic Al governance into the G20 process, aligned
with Africa’s priorities, Agenda 2063, and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

SESSION TWO: Africa Conference of
11:40- 13:10 Johannes Churches (AACQ),
GENDER-RESPONSIVE PEACEBUILDING & FAITH LEADERSHIP|burg International Peace
FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN THE G20 ERA Centre (WIPC)
TBC

Co-organised with key stakeholders, this high-level session
examines how gender-responsive peacebuilding and faith
leadership can drive inclusive growth and advance Agenda 2063

(GIZ) GmbH AWARE
W20 (Women 20)

13:15-14:15 LUNCH & NETWORKING

14:30- 16:30 SESSION THREE: The One Campaign

FROM BURDEN TO BREAKTHROUGH: REIMAGINING AFRICA’S
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ECONOMIC INCLUSION

Africa’s economic challenges are often portrayed as
insurmountable burdens. They are not. This session reframes
the narrative by centring youth voice and action as catalysts
for change. Bringing together youth activists, experts, and
policymakers, the discussion will unpack structural inequities
that perpetuate debt dependency while exploring
breakthrough strategies such as debt swaps, innovative
financing, and reforms in the global financial system. A key
focus will be on how stronger partnerships between youth and
decision-makers can drive smarter, more efficient use of
resources, ensuring that investments in health, education, and
innovation deliver maximum impact. Anchored in youth
perspectives and collaborative dialogue, the session will
examine pathways for Africa's proactive engagement in
shaping a more equitable and sustainable global economy.

16:40 - 17:00

FORUM CLOSING

ECOSOCC SIDE-EVENTS

Tue 18th
Nov

08:30-10:30
SAST

BREAKFAST MEETING (Closed-Event)

"BUILDING BRIDGES, SHAPING SOLUTIONS: THE
PHILANTHROPY-DIPLOMACY NEXUS

Johannes
burg

Foundations
Platform F20 (F20).

European Economic
& Social Committee
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This closed-door Breakfast Meeting, hosted by the ECOSOCC in
partnership with AU Knowledge Partners, will foster meaningful
dialogue between diplomatic representatives, African civil
society, philanthropic allies, and G20 engagement platforms

This 2-hour briefing invites representatives from G20, Diplomatic
Missions alongside the Foundations Platform F20 (F20) to
engage directly with the Africa CSO G20 Briefing Pack a set of
short thematic briefs on health, education, debt sustainability,
Al and digital governance, youth and gender inclusion, climate
justice, and economic transformation. The session will explore
how these briefs inform the deliberations of the C20 Social
Summit and assess their relevance, practical applicability, and
potential to support diplomatic and multilateral work in the
lead-up to the G20 Leaders’ Summit (22-23 November 2025).

16:00-17:30 | Joint EESC-ECOSOCC Onsite Side Event
Birchwoo
Building partnerships for a Just Transition in a Challenging 4 Hotel
Global Landscape
The C20 SOCIAL SUMMIT
( Birchwood Hotel)
Tue 18" to ECOSOCC & Partners to actively contribute to the Social Summit
Thu 20" Declaration
Nov

POST C20 SOCIAL SUMMIT -THE WAY FORWARD
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6 Thu 20" | 17:00-20:00 | Partners Networking Meeting On invitation only

NB

The C20 Social Summit will be hosted from 18" November (as from 13:00) to 20" November at Birchwood Hotel (Johannesburg). All interested
participants are kindly requested to register on the official G20 website https://g20.org/engagement-groups-2/g20-social-summit/ latest by 24
October 20
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