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ECOSOCC Statement on The Republic of Gabon

The Economic, Social and Cultural Council of the African Union (AU-ECOSOCC) is

deeply concerned by the military takeover in the Republic of Gabon following

presidential elections held last week.

ECOSOCC strongly condemns any act that undermines the stability of democratic

institutions and calls on all stakeholders to respect democratic and constitutional

principles.

ECOSOCC expresses its deep concern at the multitude of unconstitutional changes

of government in Africa and reaffirms its profound attachment to the respect of the

African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance. Consequently,

ECOSOCC calls on Member States of the African Union to respect the Charter and

to ensure that the various electoral processes underway and those to come are

inclusive, transparent and credible.

ECOSOCC calls for the peaceful resolution of the crisis and the restoration of

constitutional order in Gabon, in accordance with the principles enshrined in the

Constitutive Act of the African Union, the African Charter on Democracy, Elections

and Governance and other continental and regional instruments.

ECOSOCC was established at the third ordinary session of the AU Assembly in

2004, in accordance with the provisions of articles 5 (i) and 22 of the AU Constitutive

Act. Its mission is to promote and defend a culture of good governance, democratic

principles and institutions, popular participation, human rights, and social justice. In

this regard, the developments in Gabon constitute a violation of the legal and political

instruments of the AU.

ECOSOCC supports the efforts of the African Union and regional institutions and

extends its support to the people of Gabon.
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For media inquiries, please contact:

Ms. Carol Jilombo | Senior Communications Officer | AU ECOSOCC Secretariat,
Lusaka, Zambia

E-mail: Jilomboc@africa-union.org

About ECOSOCC

The Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) was established in July
2004 as an Advisory Organ composed of different social and professional groups of
AU Member States. The mandate of ECOSOCC is to contribute, through advice, to
the effective translation of the objectives, principles and policies of the African Union
into concrete programmes, as well as the evaluation of these programmes.

Learn more at: https://ecosocc.au.int/;

Facebook: African Union ECOSOCC; Twitter: @AU_ECOSOCC
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