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Regional CSO Sensitization Forum on the Free Movement Protocol

INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

What: Regional CSO Sensitization Forum on the Free Movement Protocol
When: 17 - 19 May 2022

Who:  The African Union Economic, Social and Cultural Council (AU-
ECOSOCC) in collaboration with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) .

Where: Alisa Hotel — North Ridge, Accra, Ghana
Objectives:

To popularize the Free Movement Protocol (FMP) and Migration Policy Framework for
Africa (MPFA) within African civil society. The forum specifically aims to improve Civil
Society Organizations’ (CSOs) understanding of the FMP in order to increase their
participation and strengthen their capacity in implementing the protocol.

Background:

Increased mass migration and displacement within the African continent has spurred
several policy frameworks to address and manage it. The African Union in particular has
established two key policy frameworks to address, manage, and promote migration and
mobility within the continent: the FMP and MPFA.

The FMP, in particular, aims to curb and eventually eliminate barriers to regional border
migration (to work, visit, trade, live, etc.) within the continent. Eliminating those barriers
translates to economic growth on the continent as well as improved migration procedures
for African citizens.



Despite the existence of these migration policy frameworks, policy uptake among member
states and their popularization within African civil society remains low. In response, the
Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) is collaborating with the
African Union Commission (AUC) and other actors to promote the implementation of
continental and regional migration policies in Africa, with a focus on labor migration and
free movement, through the "Support to the African Union (AU) on Labor Migration
and Free Movement" project.

The main objectives of the forum are to:

e Popularize the FMP within African civil society;

e Define the role of African CSOs in propagating free movement of people; and

e |dentify training needs for CSOs thus contributing to the implementation of the
protocol.

Representatives of the media are invited to cover the opening of the forum on 17t
May 2022 at 09:00hrs - at Alisa Hotel — North Ridge, Accra, Ghana.

#
For media inquiries, please contact:

Ms. Carol Jilombo | Senior Communications Officer | AU ECOSOCC Secretariat,
Lusaka, Zambia

E-mail: Jilomboc@africa-union.org
About ECOSOCC

The Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) was established in July 2004 as an
Advisory Organ composed of different social and professional groups of AU Member States. The
mandate of ECOSOCC is to contribute, through advice, to the effective translation of the
objectives, principles and policies of the Union into concrete programmes, as well as the
evaluation of these programmes. Learn more at_https://www.auecosocc.au.int
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